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WIDESPREAD AGITATION.
It would seem that thero ls a wldo-

spread orgaiiiza't'ldn among tho colored
peoplo to arouso publlo sentlment ln the

North with rospoot to tho disfranchlsing
constlt.utions ln tho South.
Meetlngs have beon called ln nearly all

tho laTgo clties. and at them thls ques¬
tlon ls to be dlseussed and money ralsed
to pay counsel to carry test cases to tho
hlghest courts.
It would therofOro seem that thero Is

a well-deflned nnd quite strongly baclted
movoment on foot havlng for Its object
the aystematlo agltatlon of the raoo lsaue
and with the ospoclal object of overthrow-
lng and ellmlnatlng tho disfranchlsing
olauses of the Southom constltutions.

Jn'Such a moerting'; was advertlsed to tako

; .'plaoe in Opoper'"bniort Hiill ln Now Jtork
'.liast nlght. ,: Such' a meotlng has been
held ln Richrnotid. Othcr such meetlngs
are to be held ln other cltlcs, North and'
South.
"Whore the headquarters of thls move-

ment ls does not cleaTly appear, but the
walklng.and talklng.dolegntes of tho
organizatlon are Mr. John S. Wlso and
the colored .lawyer Hayea, from Rleh-
mond. From. all that we can aeo and
hear they flnd greatYavor ln the eyes.of
the negro masses, but wo doubt if they
would be able to command thfe publlc
attentlon they are now rocelving but for
the ald they^'ia.ve gbtten, lndlrectly, from

Ethe Whlte -House:-"''Mr. Roosevelt hns
¦glven an Imrfiense Impetus to thls race

agitatlon by hls entertalnment of negroes
lr. hls famlly and ln tho Whlto House.
and by hla courao ln the matter of the
nomlnatlon of Dr. Crum for the collector-
ship of the port of Charloston, S. C.
That the Presldent Is determlncd in hls

course; that he lntends to persist in shov-
lng the negro to the front; that he medl-
tates some move to glve the negro moro
Influence in Souhtern publlc affalrs, Is
shown by the late speech of Mr. Root,
.who, we must, .belleve, uttered no sentl-
>mcnt at varianco -with hla chlef's. Prac-
^tlcally and pplltlcally speaklns, Root'a

1-jspeech was Roosevelt's.
It was n tentatlvo speech, however; It

commltted the Admlnlstratlon to no prc-
clse pollcy, but was an admlssion that
the wholcsale enfranchisement measures
of tho immodlate poat-bellum perlod were
a failure, and lt suggested that the tlme
now has arrlvod to look about for some

.better mothod of doallng with tho negro
as a voter. '

Exactly what course the Admlnlstra¬
tlon people aro meditatlng we cannot
guess. That matter Is all the more mys-
^terlous now^lnco^Mr. Crumpacker, withln

'
a few days'pjy;t,,,6A'ems to have thrown
aside, as a -bad^Job;,hls plan to reduce the
representation ln the lowier house of
Congress of those States which havo
restrlcted the negro vote.
And so we say that evldence ls not want-

Ing, and increases, that the WiseTHayes
raovement.Js' supported by a wldespread
organizatlon "of negroes, and that It ls
oncouraged by whlte men of lmportance
ln the Republican party. And Mr. Roose¬
velt and Mr, Root, lf not actlve and dl-
rect particlpants ln tho movement, by
what they havo said and done have glven
Wlse, Haye-s &' Co. the opportunlty to
arrest publlc attentlon in the North But

gldcklly forv'us'of'tho South, not all
Kortherners now-a-days lend wllling ears
*.o the tales of Republican polltlclans
rhouaands of Northerners epend a part
bt each year ln tho South; othcr thou-
eands are lntcrosted ln Southern Indus-
trles. .Still othors, calm. calculatlng, but
patriotic men. wlll not wllllngly see tho
present prosperoua conditlon of the South
put to Jeopardy to please the polltlclans.

THE WEDNESDAY CLUB'S FES-
T1VAL.

It ls gratifylng to all lovera of music
and to people generally in the community
who are Ln fayor of culturo, that the
prospects of the SvedneBday Club uro now
so brlght. It ls, propoBCd to make tho
next festlval a celebrntlon of tho tenth
anniversary of tho club, nnd to glvo the
ferandest entertalnmetit thls noble Instltu-
tlon has cver glven to the Rlchmond pub-
)jc. The koi-vIcoh of gront artlsts have
bet-n fieeured, and the chorus wlll fnlrly
ecllpse Itself. We wlsh that the featlvul
could be held ln a hall capablo of soatlng
ihouuundH, so thut all tho people mlght
cnjoy tho muslc at popular prlcos.
Tho Wednesdny Club ls an I'ducutlonnl

Instltutlon, and the festlvuls glven from
year to year aro also educational. The
purpose of tho club ls not meruly lo af-
ford enicrtuwment to the people, but to
cultlvate u popujar ust« for the be.st
muslc. Tho olub has dorie a gri.-at deal
ln thls dlrectlon, nnd haa turiied out from
lta school of muslc many gruduaios, The
Improvement ln tho church cholrs of tho

¦¦ clty is due lnrgcly to ihu work of thls
crgunlzatlon, and thero has been u de-
c-ldod Improvomunl ln the tone of jhuhIc.
But tho club has not been able to reacb,
the mae»es for the aimplo reason that Itn
fcnterlalnmentit huve bton glven |n a hitli
"of Umlted capaclty, and under the heavy
oxperuws which it was necesKtry tn ln-
cur, each weat had to brlng a hlgh prleu,
The auggeatlon waa made last year that
at least ono conccrt of tlio sfcrles ho glven
nt popular prices, but tho BUggestlon came
too lale to be aclcd upon. We had hoped
that a lurger hall would be eecurtd thls

season, so that'tho mustclans mlght play
to thousnnds instcad of hundrotls.
Rlchmond la nn oducatlonal conter and

becomes moro and moro so each year. in
nddlHon to our anlondld sohools, wo have
a number of outnlrte ertuoatlonal Inotltu-
tlons, not the^leant nmong whlch lh tho
Wedncsdny Club. It Is n faotor and an

Important fttctor ln our educntlonal ays-
tom, and lt desorvos the encouragomont
and support of all men and womon who
havo the omiae of educatlon at heart.
Educntlon Is amtioh broader terra ln Its
algnlfloance how than over'/before ln the
hlstory .of the world, nnA' every Inatl-
tution, ot'whatovor charactor, .tfhloh tonda
to improvo thd mental and mo'ral condi-
tlon of thV people as an eductttlonal In-
stltutloh ahould bo oncouraged.

THE RAILROADSOFTHE SOUTH
It is glvon out ln the rallroad world

that tho Soulhem Rallway Company has
now, Lhrough Its rvarloua purchasos, so-

curdd nccosa, to nearly all southern ports
east of the Mlsslsslppl, Inoludlng West
Polnt, Rlchmond, Norfolk, Chorleston,
Savannah, Brunswlck, Moblle and Now
Orlcana, not to Bpeak of Memphls, St.
Loula, LouUvllle, Chlcago and Clncinnatl.
Thls ls now one 'of the strongest rallroad
oorporatjon's.'" In?['the" tjnlt"od States, and
when it is rompmtoored that a fow yeara
ago the Toad jwas-iti tbo bands of a re¬

celver, lt seems almost marvelous that It
has now attalnod such a oommanding
posltlon ln the rallroad world. A llttle
whlle ago the preferrcd stock of thls
company was selling ln the twontles; lt
Is now worth $95 per share, and the com¬

pany ls payIng flve per cent dlvldend
regnlarly on the entlre issue. The com-

mon stock ls now worth about $36 a share
on tho open market. In the meantlme
the company haa hnproved Its r'iad bed,
strengthened its bridgea and enlargeff lta
equlpment. and put ltself ln flrst-cJasa
operatlag condMtloh.'
Tho Atlantle" Co'asT"''Lliie ls another

southern raluroad oorpbratlbn that has be-

come strong and great. The Coast Llne
ls a fme aystem wlthln ltself, but It has
recently acqulred a oontrolling interest
in the DoulsVlllo and Naahvllle road. It
enters nearly all the promlnent cltles of
the South, givlng lt access to most of the
southern ports, and making it a magnl-
flcent rallroad property wlth maln llne
from Washlngton to Tampa, and with
branch Unea runnlng In all dlroctions.
The Ooaat Llne has also lmproved its

road bed and equlpment, and is ln prtme
physlcal condltlon. Its earnlngs are

large, and pro'mlse to be rauch larger in
the near futiire.
Another southern rallroad. that Is

worthy of belng mentloned ln thls connec-

tlon Is tho Seaboord Alr Llne, whlch also
runs from Washlngton to Tanipa, and
hns extenslve collateral llnes. The Sea-
board Air Llne, is a flno property, although
it has not had the same chance for de-
velopmcnt that theso other. propertles
have had, for It is a much youngor corpo-
ration. But it is dolng a good buslness,
whlch Is Improvlng all the time, and the
other great southern roads must rockon
wlth-ylt-aoonbr or later, Just what is to
becomo of tho Seaboard -Air Llne we

mako ho predlctlons, but we feeiaure that
lt wlll contlnue to be a strong factor in
the roads of the South and in southern
dovelopment.
This artlclo ls written not to boom the

southorn rallroads, but to emphaslze the
fact that the South Is growlng. There
ls no better Iridex to the growth of a com-

munlty than the roads whlch travorae lt.
Those roads have gVown becauae he South
haa grown; these roads are prosperous
bocause the South ls prosperous. It ls
truo that they have played an Important
part ln the development of the South, but;
they p6u.ld,'rtot.tiw/e pfdspered except fhe
South had prospored. They have built

up an lmmense trafflce because, the South
has a great deal of stuff to haul.

THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC
Tho subject of te'roperance leglslation

Is one that ls engaging the attentlon of
the people ot Virglnla, and is a subject
that tho General Assembly must deal
wlth, "Wo hope that some measure sat-

lsfactory to all Interests lnvolvcd wlll be
adopted, so os to remove tho questlon
as far as posslble from Stato polltlce.
We are opposed to a general prohlbltlon

law because'lt'lB'undemocratic and tm-
practlcab'lo! Wo do not belleve that such
a law in Virglnla would operate at all
satlsfactory to elthor slde, for the slmplo
reason that, although there may be
some communltles whlch by a majority
aro ln favor of prohlbltlon, lt la qulte
certaln that thero are otiher communl¬
tles whlch by a majority are opposed to

it.
But, sny tho prohlbitlonlsts, on tho

snme prlnclplo you mlght contend that
thoro should be no genoral law agalnst
theft, or murder, or gnmbl'ng. or any other
crlme. lt ls Just hero thnt prohlbltlonlats
tnolto thelr fatal mlstake. Tho selllng of ll¬
quor ls not neoeasurlly a crlme,, and the
drlnklng of llquor la noUieccssarily a eln.
Thls, ls all.admltt«fl when'oVne adm|ts that
It Is proper for a dmiggls't to soll llquor,
and for men and women to drlnk llquor,
for me&lclnal purposos, Therefore, the
salo of llquor is a subjoot not of prohlbl-
tlon, but of rogulatlon. Whore some

men, and oron some women, wo are

paJned to aay, drlnk, llquor Immoderately
and abuso lt, thore oro many who drlnk
It temperately and do not abuso lt. For
that renson and for tho reason that muny
uprlght men In tho Commonwealth are

rcsentful whon at attompt ls mado for
Htimptuary laws to prevont. tlwm from
buylpg nnd drlnklng whlskey, It Is practl-
citlly lmpoaslble to pibojltih thg llquor
trafllc. In eommunltlaa where. theae men
nre not In majorlty or in n atrong mlnorl-
ty, prohlbltlou muat bo a failure, nnd
no from n practleal vlew lt )s Inexpedlent
for tho SUtu to nttompt to onforco n

gonerul prohlbltlon law and apply lt to
ull communltlos, to those whero tha peo.
ple are oppoaed to lt, or even to thoao
whore there ls a etrong mlnorlty seutl-
inont agalnst lt
But we bellovo ln Wie prlnclplo of local

optlon, for local optlon ls local HCrlf-gov-
ernmt-nt, and local aelf-governmeiit 1«
good Dumooracy. We are wllllng. no far
aa we aro epneerned, that each and every
oginiminity hUhII dcolde tliis questlon for
itsolf, and we proinlse for our pnrt to
oboy tho law ln any event and to exert

our lnfluenco to enforce lt. We are wlll*
Ing that oooh and enr»ry communlty shalT,
havo prohlbltlon, or a local dlspensary,
nccordlng as the people ln that communlty
«my docldo for themsolvca by popular
vote. Wo havo no objoctlon to what is
Icnown aa tho Mann bill, oxcept that wo

do not thlnk lt a fftlr mothod of tostlng
popular sontlmont, and, aa wo hnivo pre-

vlouHly sald, wo do not thlnk that lt la
ln keeplng wlth the splrit of tho Constltu-
tion, whloh provldes for a aecrot bnllot.
A citlzcn may bo willlng thnt llquor
bo dlspcnaed ln a saloon ln hls com¬

munlty, provldod other peoplo want a

saloon; at tho eamo tlmo sueh a citlzcn
mny bo unwIHIng to petltlon tho court
to allow a saloon to be opened. Ho may
bo willlng to let those who want it have
It, and yot he may not want a Baloon for

hlmself, and would not foel JUBtlllablo ln
asklng tho court to allow a saloon to be
opened, becauso he would thus put hlm-
solf on record as deslrlng it.
Under thls .plart, cltlzens would be call¬

ed upon practlcally to 'trote ln the open,
and not only to vote, but to have thelr
vote rogistered ln court and kopt thero for
all tlmo as a matter of publlc record. We
understand that the advocates of the
Mann bill say that thi3 is why they are

ln faivor of thls measuro, because lt wlll
be In most communltles equivalont prac-
tlcally to prohlbltlon, but thls brings us

back to tho origlnal proposltlon. Unless
sontlmont ln any communlty ls'ln favor
of prohlbltlon, and largoly so, lt wlll bo
Imposslble ln ,that communlty to enforce
a prohlbltlon law. Dtquor wlll be sold
In eplte of the law and ln defiance of the

law, and the law wlll thus be brought
Into oontempt. As llquor wlll be sold in

any communlty, lt Is best, as experlence
shows, that It ibo sold under tho regula-
Uon of the law and under the wa^chful
eyo of the offlcers of tho law. In thl*

way only can the evll be reduced to a

mlnlmum.
We havo not opened up thls subject for

general discussion, nor do we offer any
new 8Uggcstlons. We hawe slmplj> cn-

deavored to revlew the sltuatlon, and
we hope that the conservatlve members
of the General Assembly wlll take up the
questlon in wisdom and dlscretlon, and
enaot a law whlch wlll subsenve all lu-
terests liwolved.

JUDQE CROSSCUP'S DECISION.
A declslon ln ChJcago of Judge Gross-

cup, of the Unlted States Court, ln the
Beef Trust cases ls far reachlng and
brings tho buslness of the country face
to face with the Sherman anti-trust law.
Judge Grosscup has not attempted to
pass upon the rlghteousness of the law,
but slmply to denne tho law and to apply
It to the case ln polnt. He declares that
corablnatlon in restralnt of trade ls a

vlolation of thls law, and that restralnt
of trade ls not dependent upon any con-

slderatlon of reasonableness or unreason-

ableness ln the comblnation averred; nor

Js lt to be tested by the prices that re¬

sult from the comblnation. "Indeed," he
goes on, "comblnation that leads dlrootly
to lower' prices,, to'^ho^consumer may,
wlthin the doctrine of theso cases even as
against the cohsuiner. bo reatralnt of
trade, and comblnation that loads dlrectly
to hlgher prices. may, as agalnat the pro-
ducer, bo restralnt of trade. The statute
tuus Interpreted has no concern wlth
prices, but looks solely to competltlon and
to givlng competltlon full play by maktng
lllegal effort at restrlctlon upon competl¬
tlon. Whotever comblnation haa the dl-
rect and necessary effect of restrlctlng
competltlon ls, within tho meanlng o

the Sherman act as now interpreted, re¬

stralnt of trade."
Applying thls prlnclplo to the case ln»

polnt, ho says that thus def.ned there can

be no doubt that the agreement ot the de-
fendants to refraln from bidding against
each other ln the purchase of cattle, ls
comblnation in the restralnt of trade; so

also thelr agreement to bld up prices to
stlmulate shlpments, Intendlng to cease

from bidding when the shlpments have
arrlved. He adda that tho same result
follows when we turn to the comblna¬
tion of dtifendants to ftx prices upon and
restrlct the .quantltlea of meat shlpped to

thelr agents or thelr consumers. Such
agreemonts, he arguea, can be nothing
loss than rostrictlons upon competltlon.
and thcrefor comblnation ln restralnt
of trade, whlch make out a case under the
Shenman act.
In 'vlew of thls declslon, what need

ls there for any anU-trust law ln addltlon
to the Sherman act?

A orank who happens to be a member
of the Mlssourl Beglslature, belng «n-
couraged by tho recont oxpreaslons of the
Prosldent of tho Unlted States and Pres-
Ident Elllot, of Harvnrd, has introduced
a blll ln tho body of whlch ho ls a mem¬

ber to eneourago the Gretna Grcen busl-
ness. Thls Mlssourl statesman does not
hesltnte to label hls blll one to "encour-
nga marrlngb," It provides that mar-

rlnge llconses ohnll not bo recordod untll
tho roturn Is made ohowlng that tho mar-
rlago ceremony haa been performod. Thila
would slmply tnako tho way for runaway
oouplcs a great dcal easler than It now
ls. A oouplo flylng ln tho faco of paren-
tal ddsapproval would havo only to get
tho llcenso nnd with the prooious douu-
ment ln hand awnlt a favorablo oppor-
tunlty to sllp away and havo the knot tied,
Tho wholo thlng would be kopt mum by
law untll they wero unlted ln tho holy
bonds of wedlock. That would bo as
eoft a snnp as Vlrglnla boys nnd glrls
would want.

Wo congratuluto Congroasman Iluy, of
Vlrglnla, on tho gallant and Huccossful
flght he mado In tho Ilouso two days ugo
ogatnBt tho urmy blll. Tho featurcs of
tho blll to whlch Mr. Hay partlcularly
objected woro thoKo piwldlng fur the ro-
tlremont of tho olflcora of tho clvll war
nt an ndvanced grudo, and for permlttlnij
ojflct'i's to doposlt nioney with tho gov-
wiunont at three per cent. Interoat.
Mr. Hay was qulte right lu uuylng that

thls waa "paternullsm run mad," Tlie
tendeney of Itopubllcanlam ls towards
paternallsm, und paoh tlme tho ugly thlng
whows IU head, lt la tha duly of Bomo-
crats to alrlko lt as liard «h they cais.

Becrolaryltooris goTng~to'"nmlco eonio
troublo yet. He la aald to he ndvocat-
Ing a Bohome to ndd rlilo pructlco to tho
course of atudy ln Amerlcan publlo
achools. At any rate. ho U golng to ex-

pcrlment a llttle nlong that Hno In tho
sbhoots of Waahlngton clty. Hla plon
la to havo tho governmont furnlah tho
rlftos andthe ammunltlon, aa woll na an

lnatructor' from the bnrraclcs, and then
let tho school boya blnzo away at tar-

geU durlng recesa cach day. Tho boya
are vory muoh In favor of tho aohomo,
for It wlll bo groat fun for thom, nnd
wo havo no doubt thnt aa Boon aa tho
exuorlment la stnrtcd ConGrommien wlll
bo floodod with petitlons from school-
boys from all ovor tho country, aaklng
that tholr Bohools bo suppllod with guna
and Irwtructors, but who wlll pay dam-
agca for tho Inovltablo accldonts?

Tho Southern cotton producors aro

happy, or ought to bo. Tho staplo Is
solllng now at ono cont a pound moro

thnn It brought a year ogo, and tho ton-

donoy is otlll upward. Thero are nll
sorts of predlctions aa to what wlll
bo the condltlone lator on, but there aro

vory fow who thlnk cotton wlll go any,
lowor at any early date, whllo thero aro

many good Judgea who do not hosltato
to predlct ton cont cotton boforo the
year 1b very old. Whatovor may bo
Its Btopplng polnt, tho fncts aro that
the visiblo supply ls now 800,000 bales
less than lt was at thls tlme last year,
and the demand for eocport ls muoh great-
er than it was a year ngo. Thore seoms
to be nothlng thls sldo of tho gatherlhg
of thls year's crop to chango those con-
dltlons.

The Governor and four ox-Governors
¦of Vlrglnla wlll take part ln the exer-

olsos at Lee Camp Hall to-nlght, when a

portralt of Jamos B. Kompor wlll bo
presented to tho camp.
Governor Kempor was at one tlme

Speaker of tho Houso of Delegates. At
the head of hls brlgado, he was woundcd
at Gettysburg and left on the field for
dead. In 1803 ho waa elocted Governor
6f Vlrglnla, to succeed Gllbort C. Wnl-
kor. Onoo durlng hls gubernatorlal tcrm
Genoral Kemper mlght have been made
a Unlted States Senator, but ho decllned
to allow hls |namc to bo used. Ho was
a brllllant speaker, a good lawyor and
soldler and an honeat and candld gentle-
man. Durlng tho latter years of hls llfe
he suffered very keenly from the wound
he recelved at Gettysburg.
The St. Louls Exposltion managers are

showlng good scnse as they go along.
They have ^votcd to have no woman'a
bullding, but. all the samo the women
wlll have a conslderable hand in run-
nlng thlngs when the blg show beglns,

It ls a wonder that thero ls not enough
Adam lylng around to chargo, some ,wo-
man wdth the sendlng of those alleged
Rockefeller telegroms.

Frodorlcksburg is determlned to re-
maln on a good footlng. Sho ls negoti-
atlng for another shoe faotory to take
the placo of the one that moved from
there to Nowport News.

A negro man was sent to the penlten-
tlary for elghtoen years ln Pittsylvanla
for belng "moonstruck." Whlle so struck
he kllled hls sister.

"Br," Day's Amherst "drug store"
keeps ln prlnt, although lt may bencc-
essary to lndulge ln a'small conflagfatldn"
to do so.

There wlll be no trouble about the lce
crop thls flne wlnter, and lt does seem
that the fever gorms ought to freeze out
of all hope of a next summer's buddlng.

If he dld not freeze to death last nlght
the ground hog doubtless wlshes ho had
seen hls shadow.

Mr. JaRe Lasslter Is very happy to
bo able to contradlct the story of hls
drcwnlng ln the waters of the Chowan.

Judge Grosscup fell up;agalnst the beef
comblno with somethlng of a dull thud
bump.
None of the trusts seem to be ln a

hurry to bust In response to the actlon
of Congress.
A Jolnt debate between Ben Tlllman and

John Wise would draw an lmznenso
crowd at flfty cents a head.

Anyhow, Addicks dld not spcak ln a
strange tongue. He made hls ordors
read vory plaln.
Tho Bowen presldientlal boom wlll havo

a 1908 dato when dt comes.

They nre havlng freezlng woather even
down In South Texas.

Whero's your ground hog now?

With a Comment or Two.
Mr, John S. WIse ls at it agaln and

has been telllng the Northern people
that Virglnia's publlc men have dete-
rlorated and doteriorated untll they have
no influenoe ln publlc atfairs..Richmond
Timcs-Dispntch.
Is tho Hon. John S. Wise stlll sore be-

cause Virglnia's publio mon forcod hlm
Into tho "also ran" colunm of a guber¬
natorlal returns table*? Ho should not
foster nn Qld grudge so long..Newport
Nows Press,

Membcrs of tho varlous soclal clubs
throughout Vlrglnla wlll breatho oosler
now that tho Beglslature has agreed not
to place them in the har-room category..
Frodorlcksburg Star.
Thoy wlll not bo entlroly happy untll

the Leglslaluro adJournB.
With John S. Wlse dellverlng a blood

nnd thundnr spoeoh ln Boston and Bon
Tlllman wavlng hls pltchfork ln Now
York, the North has good rlght to ex-
clalm that Southern spouters aro dlv-
Ing Northern orators out of buslnoss..
Groenvtllo (N. C.) Roflootor.
Tho North, wo bolleve, ls olnlming Mr.

Wise as lta own now, and nobody la oon-

testlng tho clalm.
How many people romembor that Ne-

vada was inlmitted to the Unlon ln order
to obtaln enough States to socuro ratlfl-
cntlon of the oonstltuttonal amendments
coiiferrlng cltlsscnshlp and suffrage on
negroes ?-Wilm Ington Messengor.
Very few, we dare say, but lt ls a faot.

They aay Grover Cleveland cares more
for a blg nsh than for the objectlons of
smallar mon to hla Influence ln pollllcs,
But a llaherman thlnlta moro thnn ho
tulka, nnd he has a good tlmo alwaya.
whlch la moro than Qrover's crltlos uro
havlng durlng the bllzzard..Florlda
Tlmes-Unlon.
No good llflharman wlll glvo car to a

crltlo or nnybody elso when the corlc ls
belng agltntod.
The viblent and"sei»saHonal uttontnees

of the Senator from South Carollnn aro
calculnted to croote tho Impresslon that
Ihero la a burnlng race quastion ln the
Southern Btate;i, when ln reallty thore ls
nothlng. of tho sort..New Orleans Plca-
yuno.
But lf you lot thls fact beeome known

TUlmun wlll Uuvo no stock to trudu upon.

? tt».f««f«sy.i.t.f.t.!¦»*-*-.--«-»'-*¦

JW Wi'ih
Vtrginia Gdttors, \ \

The Frcderlckaburg Star haa thln to
say:
"Of all tho absurd charges made latoly

tho ono to tho offcct that a oertnln ro-
llgloua donomlnatlon controts the State
lnstltutlons of loarnlng Is the most ab¬
surd, Thoso lnstltutlons nro non-
sootarlan and we hnvo no Idea that thls
or that rcllglouB bollof haa anythlng to
do wlth a cholco of thelr profossora and
toachers. Tho subject Is, howovor, too
unlmportant to warrant discussion."

Thls paragraph closed a vory strong
nnd suggostlvo good roads. artlcle ln
tho Southsldo Vlrglnlan:
Lnst weok somo Westorn mon camo to

our county on n proRpoctlng tour. Our
roads wore so terrlblo that they lott ln
disgust. Wo trust our excollont Board
of Supervlsors wlll glvo thls matter thelr
oarnost conslderatlon. Wlth nll our

publlc hlghwnysthoroughjy macadnmlzcd
an ora of proaperlty wlll dawn nover bo¬
fore seon ln tho past.
Tho Fredcrlcksburg Freo Lance hns

lost hopo for the present. lt Btiys:
From all acootmts, lt Ib usoloss for us

to oxpcct tho ostablishmont of a hnttlo-
flelds park In thls sectlon untll Speakor
Hcnderson shall have retired to tho
shados of private llfe. It ls a travcsty
on popular government to allow tho
Speaker of Congrcss to welld power
enough to thwart the deslres of a ma¬
jority of Congrcss.
Tho Newport News Tlmes-Herald

says:
Thls Is tho whole thlng ln a nutsholl.

It is tho Popullst that the Domocratlc
party must bo rld of lf lt ls to succeed
agaln. Thero is not a tenet of thelr
faith that commonds ltself to tho condl-
tlons that confront the people nor a sln-
glo Idea thoy ever concolved that ls ac-

ooptablo to the practlcal buslnesB world,
therofore lf Democracy wlns lt wlll be
wlthout Popullstlc platforms or thelr
leader.

Tho Norfolk Vlrginlan-PIlot makes thls
Its closlng paragraph to an artlcle. on
oondltlons as It sces them:
And thus the same old Btory ls fltly

roundcd out and completod. The rall-
way octopus was to bo a very bencvo-
lent anlmal. He would not squeez/)
anybody for worlds. And now tho peo¬
ple of the West flnd themselvcs com-

pelled to pay an advance of 33 por cent.
ln frelght rates. Tho non-nftUlated roads
may also be ln the pool, but they aro
relatlvely unlmportant. It ls the morged
roads that are ln a posltlon to put on
tho screws.

Here ls ono edltor who Is golng to rest
eosy next summer. The Newport News
Press says:
Evory condltlon of llfe has Its compen-

satlons. The man who owns only orio'
sult of clothes doesn't have to l|e awake
at nlght worrying about tho appetlte of
the festlvo moth.

North Carolina Sentiment.
The Wlnston-Salem Sentlnel says:
"General Matt. Ransom made flve tlmes

as much money out of hls cotton crop
thlH year as he would have recelved as

salary as Unlted Statea Senator. The
truth ls that any man flt to slt ln the
Senate can earn a good deal more ln pri¬
vate llfe tflinn tho government posltlon
poys."
-,,The chlld labor questlon is,. belng, dls-

cjuused all over the State. The purham
Hcrald says:
"If the cotton mlll men cannot Bay

that the proposted chlld labor law Is
wrong, we cannot see what grounds they
cun have for nghting 1L"

Thls paragraph ls from tho Ralelgh
Post:
"The outburst of John Wlse, formerly

a Vlrglnlan and a Southerner, but now
thoroughly convertcd to John Brownlsm,
calls to mlnd tnat lt waa under tho ad-
mlnistoratlon ,of hls own fathbr, 'then
Go'vernor Wlso, of Virglnla, that John
Brown was hung for exercislng the cour-
ogo to attempt to carry Into practlce what
thls, degenerato son runs to ,Bqstori; to
preach. Of the two characters,"' John
Brown or John Wlse, John Brown's is'in-
flritely the more admlrable; yet he was
hung as a felon, as (ho deserved to be."

Speaking of the war on tho gamblers
ln Charlotto the Concord Trlbune says:
"Recorder Shannonhouse may not havo

a volume of law behlnd tus attempt, but
he deserves tho support of tho clty of
Charlotto ln hls eft'ort to break up the
gnmblers. A bold move, but one worthy
of an ofllclal."

The Greenville Reflector says:
"If somo of the gas furnlshed by the

Cca' Strlke Commlsslon could ho con-
verted Into fuel, tho commlsslon. would
not be altogethcr useless."

Referrlng to John Wlse's Boston epeech,
tho Ralelgh News-Observer says:
"In tho meantimo tho whlte and eolored

peoplo are gettlng along very well ln the
South. They do not know anythlng about
race antagonlsm untll thoy plcic up a
Boston paper and road Wlse's speech."

«

Short Talks With the Legislature.
Danville Reglster: A puro electlon law

Is regarded as nocessary. Men cannot be
trusted to do tho falr thlng at electlons
wlthout lt. Under present conditions,
thia ls rather a dlsappolntlng refleotlon.
Still, lf men wlll not bo honost at elec¬
tlons excopt under legal compulslon, then
let us havo tho law by all means. We
cannot countenanco cheatlng at the i>olls
and malntain our self-rcspect as a peo¬
plo,

Nowport News Press: Wo do not pre-
sumo to say that tho ofhclals of theae
Virglnla lnstltutlons are afrald to have
thelr accounta audlted and thelr mothods
rovlowed, but oven thelr staunchest sup-
portors must admlt that thelr efforts to
prevont, Inveatlgntlon aro llablo to be
takon by some persons as an lndlcatlon
that thero ls Bomethlng whlch lt ls doslra-
blo to keop hldden. No hlred man of tho
State who la dolng hls duty ahould object
to publlclty, and those who do not belong
to thls catogory desorvo no conslderatlon
at the hands of either the General Afl-
semhly or tho peoplo of Virglnla.
Norfolk VIrglnlan-Pilot: We ropeat that

the G*noral Assembly wlll onhanco Its
own dlgnlty and tho respoct in whloh
it ls held by tho publlc by curtaillng
lobbylng, and by givlng less time and at-
tontlon to hlred lobblylsts pald to apout
ln commltteos and wheedle and cajolo the
mowbers outslde. Thore are measures
now before tho Leglslattiro that are falr,
Just and neoosaary, and that ahould
have passed long ngo; but thoy havo been
and are held up by mon pald to accom-
plleh that very purposa,

Newport Newa Tlmos-Horald: From all
that we oan obsorvo nt thls long range,
the Legislature of Virglnla la engagod ln
tx sort of plnk tea lawmaking. The apj
proprlation punoh bowl la preslded on-er
wlth zoalous care against ovor stlmula-
tlon by the champlon apple growor of the
pippln helt, and a number of breezy and
beautlful young thlngs who aro debu-
tuntoa ln tho buslness chatter over the
uniB and sorve a woak assortmemt of: ln-
alpld Btuff to thelr moro or Iws unlnter-
ested'ussocltttpB,

i

I Zjrend of ZfAouy/it
M 7)ixt'e jCancl i

Qrocnvllle (S. C.) Nows: Tho great maas
pf Ignoranco and lmmorollty ropresontedby tho nogro raco ahould not Imagino that
beeauso a few of tho Afrlcan raco frenlydllutod with Cauoaalnn hlood havo asplrodto hlgh Fodoral posltlona nnd lhavo hoen
') ecognlaed" by a Benaatlonal Prosldent of
tho Unltod Btatos, that thoroforo tho on-
tire negro.race la to step Into a polltlcalpomtlon whlch lt has takon the Caucaalan
raco, tho highest dovolopmont of tho Crc-
ntor, to attnln ln thousands of yeare.
Blrmlngham News: Tho dlplomacy of

Iho Unltod States may bo of tho ono-RalliiBed varloty, but It has tho very ox-
collent trait of arrivlng at tho payoho-loslcal momont. '

Noohvlllo Nowa: Tho ex-slavo ponslonblll contlnuea to be takon serloualy ln
tho South. Tho party at whoso "requost"Hnnna Introdueod the blll may have been
worklng a bluff, playlng a Joko, or bld-
dlng for tho nogro voto, but ln any case
the Bouth la gamo.

Mobllo RcgiBtor: Has Hearst any othcr
claim upon th© good oplnlon of tho Dom-
ocratlc party than the fact that, alt'nough
In the Enst, ho aupported Mr Brynn? Of
course, thls entltles hlm to tho earnest
grntltudo and support of Mr. Bryan and
of peoplo who would.not now aurrendor a
Blngla convlctton to savo tho perty, but
lajho party requlred to pay Mr. Bryan'e
dtbts? Is thero tho ullghtest reaaon to
thlnk tho party wlll do any thlng of the
klnd?

Montgomery Advertlser: Profesaor R. H.
Bnbney, of the Unlveralty of Vlrglnla,
Is golng to wrlte a hlstory of reconstruc-
tlcr. days, and he ought to haVo the os-
slatance of all who havo any personal
of othor knowledgo of that perlod. In all
tho Southern Btatos thero aro mon and
women who not only havo a vlvld rccol-
lectlon of the scencs and events whlch
made of the South almost a hcll on earth,
but who are competcnt to asBlst In the
wcrk of gcttlng the matter Into shape,
and they should do so cheerfully.

Attant&'Jvjirnal: The truth la. whatcver.
Kardshlpa th'o trunts may work and what-
over fnulta they may possess, we Berlously
doubt If they discouTagc Inventlon. Mnny
of them employ a regular corps of ln-
vontors, who are kept at work dcvlslng
Improved methods. Tho market for a
patent la also elmpllfled and, in fact, cn-
laiged, conslstlng, as it doea, of a fow
glont concerns who aTe wllllng and ablo
to pay woll for merltorlouB devlccs,

Personal and General.
General DavlB and staff. of tho army of

the Phlllpplnes, wlll unvoll a monument
on Washlngton's blrthday to General Baw-
lon on tho spot whore ho was klllod, near
Manlla.

.-Albert Pfaff, who decorated and fur'-
nlBhed.-moaVvOf tho great tranaatlantlc
llncrs of tho Hamburg-Amerlcon and
North German Lloyd Company, dled at
Berlln on Sunday.
It ls proposed In Brooklyn by promlnent

cltleenS to glve Mlnlster Bowen, who was
forrr.orly a resldent of that clty, a ban-
cuet before he returns to Venezuela.

It is estlmated that thero are 182,000,000
tons of anthraclto coal waltlng to be
worked ln Ireland.

On the slte of the old home of tho
oncc famous Captaln Kldd, ln New York,
a sky-acraper flfteen storiea hlgh wlll
toon. be erected by the Century Roalty
Company and Wllltam F. Havemeyer.
ln tho German Emplro thore aro 33,194

rcstofflces, 17,073 telegraph and 15.179 tel-
ephone ofllces, the whole eraploylng 202.-
5S7 persona. Tho number of postages ln
1!>01 woro 6,321,900,000, an Increase for the
year of four and a half per cent. A flfth
of the total conslsted of post carde.

Mrs. George B. McClellan, wldow of
the famous General, who has been resld-
Ing ln Europe for many years, has re-
ttirned to thls country and wlll make her
future home ln Washlngton.
Old-timers ln tihe Senate are oomlng to

rogard Beveridge, of Indlana, as a Jpkebocaiise' of hls uncontrollablo desIro! to-1
ta'k-on''alllnranner of subjects. A West-
ern rhymster strung together a lot of
doggerel about the prollflc talkor, and the;
llner. havo furnlshed conslderable amuse-
ment to hla" colleagues. In tho House
John Wesley Galnes ls becoming a nul-
sance of the same klnd.

WISE AND OTHERWISE.

Comparison.
Mlles.That fellow Puffem remlnds me

of a boss druro.
Glles.Hand lt to me slowly. I'm trou-

bled with Ingrowlng nerves.
Mlles.Ho make3 a lot of nolse but

thore'a nothlng In hlm..Chlcago News.

A Protest.
",Fh-st "of"S1C" said Dr. Prlce-Prlce. "I

Bliall have' to take your temperature."
"Seo hero." crled the new patlent, "I

was warnod that you'd take purty near
everythlng I had, bt>t you gottor cure
me before you git your pay.".Phlladel-
phia Prcss,

Halleluia in tho Fall.
Just because a few froward trees have

tempted tho mocklngbirda to sing, tho old
growlers havo crawled out and predtcted
the failure of tho frult crop.ns usual. In
tho language of Brother Dlckoy: "Ef
you'll des Iet do Bawd run de weather,
you'll Blng halleluia in fall!".Atlanta
Constltutlon.

What Crooked Him.
Philnnthroplc Vlsltor (at county Jall).

My frlend, how came you hero?
Embezzler.Well, I got ao strnltened

tn my flnances that 1 turned crookod..
Chlcago Trlbune,

In This Day, Surely.
"Yes, Shakespearo was an aotor, but hb

never playcd Hamlet or Othello or any
of tho leadlng roles."
"No? Maybe ho wns afrald the dra-

matlc orltlcs would say ho hadn't the
sllghtest conceptlon of tho parts, -Puck.

Popular,Uterature.
Peroy-I sent a glrl a book liollowod

out nnd fllled with ohocolate cream,

Guy.Dld aho llke it?
Peroy-Sho writos me that she wants a

eomplete sot of the "Amorlcan Enoyclo-
pedla."-Detrolt Froe Press.

PattPs Method.
Pattl ls comlng ovar to got a few thous¬

ands moro for her handsome young hus-
band. Not havlng muoh volce loft, sho
tolle us through lier advance ouloglsts
that wo must pay to observe her "moth-
oil." Well, we are not suro about tho
method, Pattl sang at ten years old in
a elyle a» good as that of her prlmo. It
really soems that thoro ls nothlng to
obeorvo. She wns born with a c|ear volce
and she took care of lt. Anyoody can
get tho mothod who can manage to he
born with the volco..New Orjeans Tlinee-
Domoorat.

e ..in '.'¦.'
Llke the Busy Bee.

A. boe golng out for swoots can fly forty
mlles an hour, but comlng baok louded
can't fly moxe than ten. Pretty muoh
the same way with somo men, They
travel mlghty slow comlng home
"loadod/'-Wllmlngton Stor,

f The Man
ABOUT

TOWN
clgarsT ^ 80t ,onl u» l»
1003-Hasn't ropeatod the offonso.
Softly ho atole up tho stops and nuihls key ln the night-latch holoBut lt wouldn't work,Tho door waa locked on tho inslde. *«dlt was cold on tho outsldo, * anfl
"SSoundsl" ho muttored, "whnt man.,.

thx\U1T door !ock^ ^Inst me a'2 A. M. in the mornlng." *

Then Mr. Hnrry Glonn rang the beli"llU". R m'nuto «. eniall voico Ineldo sald!"Who'e thero?" u'

"MoC'sald Mr. Glonn,And tho door waa opened.Thero stood Glonn, Junlor, Just llke h*
was ready to go to school.
"Whnt'a matter?"
At thls polnt appcarod anothor JunlorGlonn wlth a big plstol In hla handa."Burglars," sald he,
"What- makes you thlnk so?" aakedMr, Glonn, Immediately atartlng tntomako a crosB-cxamlnation.
"Because we heard them hammerlngon tho baok of the houso wlth a orow-bor or an oxo or soraethlng ltko thaUThey have been trylng to get ln twofioursi '

'.Burlgnrs don't try to get ln housesthat way." sald Mi. Glenn, gettlng ontho slde of tho burglars and puttlng uo
a dofonse for thom.
"But thcso burglars dld," sald tho

young Glcnna.
..Lemnie see," sald Mr. Glenn, aa hepiexed up a broom and bravoly openedtho back door,
"VVho'a there?" asked Mr. Glenn ln aloud voloe.
No roply.
"I told you so," sald Mr. Glenn. "No-body out thero. If they had boon theydsald so." ,
Then everybody went to bed andureamod about burglars.
Somebody ln Henrlco county, who waa

anxioUR to mako some lmprovementa totho roads out thore.
St» he wont to work and cut down ten

acres of woooa bolonging to Barber Soltaand took the wood and lald lt acrosa the
muddy places In tho road, and made
good corduroy roads.
Then Mr. Soltz made a'klck. He closed

up his barber shop ono Sunday and took
a stroll out to see pls wooda
But thero was no woods.
"Whero doso woodses Isa?" he aald to

hlmself.
Then he went up the road a llttle pleoe,and he recognlzcd some of hls wood ln

tho road.
"Hoch der Kalser," he s-TJd. "My dear

woodsos dose mens der roads haf xnate.
I must havo r-r-revenge!"
Aftor four years' dcbate In the courta

Barber Seltz got $3 for his woods.
"It's a wonder.. they didn't take my'fenches," he sald. .'¦

Now they aro gettlng ready to flx uptho roads agaln.'and Mr. Seltz Is ready to
chaltonge anybody who attempts to take
any more of hls woods.

. . .

We have a very good friend who artara-
mers a littlo.
He ls Interested ln a theatrical syndi-

oate,1 and tho other day went way down
South to seo abut buylng up another
place,
Ho forgot to tell a friend here sotne-

thlng before he left and he went Into a
long dlstano 'phono ofllco,
"How muoh to talk to BJchmond?"
'Three dollars for three mlnutes."
"Bu-but, do-don't you havo a re-re-

rebate for people who stam-stanuner?"
"That'a a questlon that has nover been

brought up beforo tho board," sald tho
sweet young thing, "but I'll call up and
see."
So she called up and saw.
"No rebate,"
"Lemmo the 'phone then," and our

friend got mad wlth the 'phone people
and talked $25 worth.
He ls now thinklng of buylng a long

dlstanco 'phone.
HARRY TUCKER,

The British Ministry's Escape.
Amorloans can havo but one source of

regret for tho lmmedlate closing of the
Veneziielan war.^.Sincore aa la thelr de-
sir/0 to seo the blodui.de ralsed and the
alhance .onded, they-mlght have vlewed
Wlth patlonco lta prolongatlon for some
days yct ln order that the British Par-
llament mlght moet and the mlnlsterlal
pollcy corae under examlnatlon and dis¬
cussion In tho.Houso of Conunona whlle
the hated alllanoe stlll held good. Of
course, nothing could bo more satlsfac-
tory to Amerlcan publlc opinlon tr-^tn tae
fall of the Balfour minlstry on thls very
questlon.but that is a matter of British
polltics with whlch we have no propor
conoern..New York Tlmea.

No Doubt of it.
A^whole wcek has elapsed slnce our

Riehmond oontemporaries have announced
a Gubernatorlal candldato. Smoke up,
.gentlemen, thero" aresoveral more cltizena
l«ft..FTCderlcksburg Star.
Bo patlent; tfliey wlll reach Frcderioks-

burg in due time..Rlchmond Times-Dls-
palch.
And when thoy do wo will be able to

offer as good tlmber as any other sectlon
of tho Old Domlnlon..Frederlcksbur*
Star.

1

A Mlsplaced Appeal.
Senator Tlllman, of South Carollna, waa

rocently plunglng along through a drlv-
tng raln-storm wlthout an umbrolla or

nny other protoctlon from tho wet. When
he had almost rcached hls home a nogro
coachman, muuled up ln $. rubber coat
nnd a rubber robe, shouted to (hlm frora
hls seat on a carrlago:
"Say, boss, will you rlng the bell of

that houso? I don't want to got do.wn
because I'll got all wet."
With the water running In a small rlv-

nlet off hls hat, Senator Tlllman sald a
fe-w thlngs. Ho dld not rlng the bell.-"
New York World.

«

Chlld Labor Legislation,
The Alabama Senate, after a strong

flght ln opposltlon, has passed a chlld
labor bill, tho vote belng 17 to U. The
Virglnla General Assembly stlll has tho
questlon under conslderatlon. South
Carollna passed a makeshlft bill, North
Carollna wlll pass a consen'atlvo law, It
wlll coine up ln the Senate on Wednea-
dny..Ralelgh News-Obsorver.

A "Pacific Blockade."
A nowspuper artlcle says that negroes

are Bhoutlng the pralsos of Hanna all
over tlio South, and boomlng hlm for
Presldent. Howover, wo havo an artiole
known us tho grandfathej- olauso, whlch
wlll make your Unclo Mark's Preslden«
tlal booni look liko tho tradltlonal thhty
contH..Greenville (N. C.) Reflector.

BETTER
THAN

BOTH
DONT YOU THINK SO?
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